
 

 

 

End of Reception Year (F2) Core Expectations 

Reading  

The children must:   

 know the 44 sounds that English is made up of and be able to recognise the 

corresponding letter or group of letters, sometimes using picture clues to help 

 be able to use ‘Fred Talk’ to read simple words 

 read from a range of fiction and non-fiction books using their sound knowledge 

 be able to read the first 45 high frequency words ‘on sight’ 

 to be able to identify and continue simple rhymes (mat, cat, sat, etc.) and alliterative 

patterns (bouncing ball, dirty dog, clever cat, shiny ship, etc.) 

 be able to talk about what they have read with understanding 

 be able to predict what might happen next in a story 

 be able to identify the start and end of sentences 

 

Writing 

The children must:  

 hold their pencil with the correct grip 

 be able to write simple words using their knowledge of the 44 sounds, using ‘Fred 

Talk’ to help 

 form all the letter shapes correctly (all letters start at the top, apart from ‘d’ and ‘e’) 

 to be able to spell and write the first 45 high frequency words 

 be able to write their sentences by saying it out loud first, holding it in their head and 

then writing using their knowledge of sounds 

 be able to write their first and last names, using capital and lower-case letters 

correctly 

Help with ‘Fred Talk’ can be found here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dEzfpod5w_Q 

 

Mathematics 

The children must: 

 be able to count numbers of objects to 20 accurately 

 be able to recognise and write numerals to 1 to 20 

 be able to say 1 more or 1 less than numbers to 20 

 be able to add and subtract two single digit numbers by ‘counting on’ or ‘counting 

back’  

And 

The children must: 

 play 

 play 

 play  
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dEzfpod5w_Q


 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  



High Frequency Words 

Although English is made up of thousands and thousands of words, the following 45 words 

make up a quarter of all the reading and writing we ever do!  Therefore, it is very important 

that our children learn to read them on sight and spell them without sounding out by the end 

of the Reception (F2) year at school.  Please practise little and often. 

 



 

 

 



 

 



 


