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Aims of the Policy
%0 To provide a clear definition of the purpose and nature of homework at Thrumpton.

%0 To establish how homework will be organised and how we ensure progression across
the school.

%o To identify the roles and responsibilities of those involved.

%0 To make clear the ways in which we aim to ensure that the policy makes an important
contribution to the quality of teaching and learning in our school.

Definition and Purpose

At Thrumpton we view homework as being a supported or independent task undertaken
outside of curriculum time which reinforces, extends or enriches current learning.

The purpose of homework at Thrumpton is to:
*provide opportunities for parents to be involved in their child’s learning
*enable children to practise and consolidate skills
*broaden the context of learning and provide enrichment and extension

*help children to develop skills and attitudes they need for successful lifelong learning,
including self-discipline

*encourage the development of independent learning skills, including enquiry, research
and investigation

*promote the idea that learning extends beyond the classroom and can be achieved in
many ways

*prepare older children for the demands of Secondary School.

Homework provided by school is just one aspect of activities which pupils may be involved
in outside of school and we acknowledge the value of participation in clubs and activities
which develop children’s broader skills. As such, we will recognise this involvement and
celebrate successes and achievements in the same way as we celebrate achievements
and effort of learning which takes place within school.



Roles and Responsibilities

We will do our utmost to ensure that:

*homework is provided consistently and is well matched to the child’s ability
*feedback is provided where appropriate

*tasks are interesting and promote engagement and enjoyment of learning

*we monitor time taken to complete homework and address parental concerns relating to
homework

*tasks set are clear, unambiguous and require minimum resources

*training for parents to help support their child’s learning will be provided where
appropriate

*consistency of practice throughout school is monitored by the Leadership Team

*we support pupils in the completion of their homework where circumstances make this
difficult

*we promote, welcome, recognise and value efforts and achievements from activities
which take place outside of school.

We hope that parents / carers will:
*support the school in the implementation of this policy
*work as partners in the education of their children

*provide feedback about homework tasks where necessary

Incompletion of Homework

There is an expectation that children complete homework that they are asked to do as we
strive to achieve consistency across school. However, we recognise that at certain times
and for various reasons this may not be possible.

-If children are unable to complete homework due to home circumstances, we ask that
parents inform us.

-Where children regularly do not complete homework, teachers will speak to parents about
the reasons and make arrangements, if necessary, for them to complete it at other times
(depending on the reasons).

-While children may be asked to complete pieces of homework at playtime, this will not
happen repeatedly without speaking with parents to establish reasons. We will not
implement sanctions for children due to circumstances beyond their control.



Where homework has not been completed and no valid reason is apparent, children will be
issued with a ‘Strike’. Every child is given a maximum of three strikes per term. If a child
receives three strikes in this time frame, they will be put on red and miss a playtime, as
outlined in our Behaviour Policy.

As with all other school policies, our Homework Policy will at all times follow our Equal
Opportunities and Race Equality policies. We will aim to provide activities which are
accessible to all children relevant to their ability, skills and level of development. This may
mean personalised homework for specific children.

Monitoring and Evaluation

In order to ensure that the policy directly contributes to the quality of teaching and learning,
the provision of homework will be regularly monitored. A sample of Home School Contact
Diaries and planned activities will be reviewed annually as part of the school’s self-
evaluation process. Parents will also be given opportunities to share their views with
teachers at Parents’ Evenings and other occasions as appropriate



WEEKLY HOMEWORK

What will my child be expected to do?

Reading: Reading is a vital part of the school curriculum and we are passionate about
encouraging our children to become lifelong readers. It is important that children read
regularly at home. Parents are encouraged to help their child develop key reading skills
throughout their time at Thrumpton. Parents are also encouraged to make the most of
other reading opportunities around the environment, e.g. signs, menus, labels, eBooks.
Children are encouraged to read widely, not just from their school book. All children are
able to take home school library books and individual reading books to read and share at
home.

TOpiC Homework: Every term, children from Reception to Year 6 are provided
with an optional homework menu based on their current topic. This menu outlines a
range of optional tasks which cover the majority of curriculum areas that the children can
choose to complete. Completion of these tasks to a high standard earns the children 5
Dojos and often results in receiving additional recognition through Achievement
Certificates or Principal Star Awards.

Mathletics: Mathletics is an online learning tool which the children can access at
home. Teachers may set specific tasks related to the week’s learning that the children are
required to complete at home as homework.

Nursery *My Adventure Book — 50 Things To Do Before | Leave Foundation

Reception *My Adventure Book — 50 Things To Do Before | Leave Foundation
*Reading

*Phonics (As and when appropriate to consolidate phonic sessions)
*Mathletics (As and when appropriate to consolidate maths sessions)

Year | *Reading
*] additional task related to learning from that week

Year 2 *Reading
*Spellings
*Maths activity OR Mathletics task

Year 3 *Reading
*Spellings
*Maths activity OR Mathletics task

Year 4 *Reading
*Spellings
*Maths activity OR Mathletics task

Year 5 *Reading
*Spellings
*Mathletics and Times Table Rock Stars

Year 6 *Reading
*Spellings
*Maths CGP Homework Books and/or SATs style practise activities
related to grammar, spelling and punctuation, arithmetic or reading.




Home School Contact Books

Our Home School Contact Books can be used to record reading or other activities completed at
home. They are also an excellent way of communicating between home and school as we make
every effort to ensure that they are checked daily.

How you can help:

*Provide a quiet area where your child can work. It is helpful to switch off the TV to aid
concentration.

*Offer your help and support for younger children to complete tasks.
*Expect older children to work independently, but make it clear that you are there if needed.

*Encourage your child to complete homework in good time. The setting of homework several
days in advance enables children to develop skills in organising their time. Younger children will
need your support in moving towards this.

*Check your child’s Home School Contact Book regularly.

*Take an interest in the homework and encourage your child to take a pride in the presentation of
written tasks.

*Enjoy supporting your child in completing tasks from the Topic Homework Menu.



